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Murder (Section 101)    

 

Culpable Homicide (Section 100) 

 

Subject to certain exception, culpable 

homicide is murder, if the act by 

which the death is caused is done: 

 

(1) With the intention of causing death; 

 

 

(2) With the intention of causing such 

bodily injury, as the offender knows 

to be likely to cause death of the 

person to whom the harm is 

caused; 

 

3) With the intention of causing bodily 

injury to any person, and the bodily 

injury intended to be inflicted is 

sufficient in the ordinary course of 

nature to cause death. 

 

4) With the knowledge that the act is 

so imminently dangerous that it must 

in all probability cause death, or such 

bodily injury as is likely to cause 

death. 

A person commits culpable homicide, 

if the act by which the death is caused 

is done: 

   

(a) With the intention of causing 

death; 

 

 

b) With the intention of causing such 

bodily injury as is likely to cause 

death;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) With the knowledge that the act is 

likely to cause death 



 

Murder, under Section 101 of the 

BNS, requires intention, knowledge, 

and premeditation to cause death. 

Culpable homicide, as defined under 

Section 100 of the BNS, 

involves killing without the specific 

intent to cause death, but the act is 

done with the knowledge that it is 

likely to cause death or serious harm. 

Murder typically involves malice 

aforethought, where the perpetrator 

consciously plans and executes the 

act to cause the death of another 

person. 

It encompasses acts where death is 

caused by negligence, recklessness, 

or without premeditation, but the 

act is still unlawful and results in the 

death of another person. 

It involves an act done with the clear 

intention of causing death or with 

knowledge that the act is likely to 

cause death. 

While the act may lead to death, there 

is no specific intent to cause death, 

distinguishing it from murder. 

Murder usually requires a higher 

level of intent, such as premeditation 

or malice aforethought. 

Culpable homicide not amounting to 

murder may involve a lower level of 

intent, such as recklessness or 

negligence, but not the level of intent 

required for murder. 

In the case of murder, there is often 

no sudden provocation or heat of 

passion involved. The act is deliberate 

and calculated. 

Culpable homicide may occur in the 

heat of passion or as a result 

of sudden quarrels, without the 

perpetrator having the clear intention 

to cause death. 



Section 101 of BNS defines murder 

and 103 of BNS covers punishment for 

murder. 

Section 100 of BNS defines culpable 

homicide not amounting to murder 

whereas 105 covers its punishment.  

Section 103 of BNS, whoever commits 

murder shall be punished with death 

or imprisonment for life and shall also 

be liable to fine. 

Section 105 of BNS, 

 

 

If the act by which the death is caused 

is done with the intention the 

perpetrator shall be punished with 

imprisonment for life or imprisonment 

of either description for a term not less 

than five years but which may extend 

to ten years, and shall also be liable to 

a fine. 

 

 


